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scene led in their natural working to the political subjugation
of India.

The immature and undeveloped industries of India
faced the vigorous ard hungry capitalism of the West.
Indian industries were destroyed and the country forced
back to the rural economy from which it was seeking
to emerge. The reversion to an agricultural way of life
coupled with enforced peace increased existing difficulties
and created new problems. The population increased but
the country was denuded of its wealth. Land can never
provide for the whole population adequately, except in
societies that are still primitive in organisation. In India,
the clock of civilisation was put back. At the same time,
contact with the West revealed to the people a panorama
of immense possibilities. The higher standard of material
civilisation achieved by the West served as a challenge and
an irritant. The growing impoverishment of the country
added an element of bitterness to those who came into
contact with the prosperous West, Better means of com-
munication and the debilitation of the old social order
made this discontent deep and widespread* A new spirit
of unrest and inquiry permeated the country and the
people*

Western ideas and the growing impoverishment of the
country are two factors which sowed the seeds of discontent
in the Indian mind, The increased facilities of intercourse
and communication assured that the discontent would be
deep and wide. The enforced arrest in the development
of the Indian economic system further aggravated the situa-
tion. The break-up of Mughal feudalism would* in normal
circumstances, have led to the evolution of Indian capitalism.
British capitalism served as a progressive force so far as it
helped to destroy the prevailing order. It ceased to be
progressive when it resisted, as in its own interest it was
bound to, the free development of capitalism in India.
The compromise through which it  effected its purpose